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Literature searching with the Cochrane Library
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Exercises 

Case:
Timon is 10 years old and obese. His doctor wants to prescribe an intervention to stabilize his weight. However, she is not sure which type of intervention is better, one with the child alone (without the parents) or one with the parents alone (without the child). 
https://youtu.be/57jEMZ87ND8





Exercise 1: What are the PICO concepts of this case and what is the PICO question?
Population:		
Intervention:	
Control: 		
Outcome: 	
PICO Question: 




Exercise 2: Find appropriate text words for each PICO aspect. Use Boolean and proximity operators to connect the text words within a PICO aspect. Also use truncation.
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	Control
	

	Outcome
	








[image: ]Exercise 3: Find MeSH terms matching the PICO aspects (via Medical terms or search manager) and search for them (add to search manager):
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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Population
	

	Intervention
	

	Control
	

	Outcome
	






Exercise 4: Now combine the MeSH search with the text word search. Use the Search Manager for this. Individual lines can be combined with # and the line number.
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® Truncation can be placed at
o at the beginning of a word
v *glycemia — hyperglycemia, hypoglycemia
o in the middle of a word
v leuk*mia, leuk?emia — leukemia, leukaemia
v/ wom?n — women, woman
o At the end of a word (in PubMed only at the end of a word):

v’ transplant* — transplant, transplants, transplanting, transplantation,
transplantable




image5.png
* Replaces none, one or more letters or characters

? Replaces none or only one letter or character

* Truncations in phrases not possible! Use NEXT:

o "Hematopoietic-stem-cell*" => (Hematopoietic NEXT stem NEXT cell*)
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Advanced Search

Search  Searchmanager | Medical terms (MeSH) | PICO search®™

Did you know the MeSH browser features are also available on the Search manager tab by selecting the | MeSH ~ | button?

Search manager lets you add unlimited search lines, view results per line, and select fields using the [ S+ | button (next to the search box).
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P AND I AND C AND O

or with synonyms:

(Population 1 OR Population 2 OR ...) AND
(Intervention 1 OR Intervention 2 OR ...) AND
(Control 1 OR Control 2 OR ...) AND
(Outcome 1 OR Outcome 2 OR ...)

Intersection = final search results
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