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1. Installation of Zotero (Desktop)

Cornelia Eitel Dec. 2023 3

www.zotero.org

Presenter-Notizen
Präsentationsnotizen
Open Source Software:��Committed to the responsible stewardship of critical open-source infrastructure for the digital humanities, we founded the nonprofit Corporation for Digital Scholarship in 2009 to develop and operate the business models for Omeka and Zotero. Having secured their long-term sustainability and independence, we have since helped launch and sustain a growing family of software projects, including Tropy, PressForward, and Sourcery.



Installation:
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Step 1:
Installation of the program
(avaliable for Mac, Windows and Linux and since
version 6, also for iOS)

Step 2:
Installation of the connector in the browser
(available for Firefox, Chrome, Edge and Safari)



Zotero-Connector:
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The Zotero-connector
enables direct import of
bibliographic metadata
and related information
to your Zotero library.



Zotero Word-Plug-in
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Zotero-Add-In in the
Menue-Bar

7 Zotero-Icons to insert
citations, notes and to
add the bibliography



Agenda

Cornelia Eitel Dec. 2023

1 Installation

2 Basics of Zotero desktop version

3 Basics of web library and groups

4 Collecting/importing items

5 Import of pdf-fulltexts and their metadata

6 Pdf-reader and note editor

7 Writing with the word-processor plug-in

7



2. Basics of Zotero desktop
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Collections List of items

Bibliographic
data



Info/Notes/Tags/Related (third column)
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Web library
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For the usage of the web library and storage space (300 MB for free):
Account on www.zotero.org

http://www.zotero.org/


Syncing of desktop and web-library
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Groups (for sharing your items and collections)
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Group settings
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4. Collecting/importing items
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Example: Search in swisscovery Basel 

Zotero-connector is
context-sensitiv:

List of items
Book
Chapter
Journal article

https://basel.swisscovery.org/discovery/search?vid=41SLSP_UBS:live&lang=en


Search in swisscovery Basel and import of results in 
Zotero
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Step 1:
Press icon
«Zotero Connector»

Step 2:
Choose collection
in which you want
to import the item

https://basel.swisscovery.org/discovery/search?vid=41SLSP_UBS:live&lang=en


Imported metadata

Cornelia Eitel Dec. 2023 18

Imported bibliographic information
can be corrected and/or
complemented
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5.1. Import of pdf(-fulltexts) from databases
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Pdf-Import in database SocINDEX
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In some databases (and library catalogues) 
the corresponding pdf’s are added
automatically

https://web.p.ebscohost.com/ehost/search/advanced?vid=0&sid=93760de8-6150-4e4b-8313-91ffaf7fdae9%40redis


5.2. Direct import of metadata by URI
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If you are viewing a PDF file in your browser, the connector shows a PDF 
icon (1)

Clicking this button will import the PDF file alone into your library (2)



Cornelia Eitel Dec. 2023 23

Zotero then automatically attempts to retrieve information by means of 
URI’s like ISBN, DOI, PubMed-ID etc. (3) and creates the corresponding 
“parent item” to the pdf.

(3)



5.3. Direct import of pdf’s from your computer by
«drag and drop»
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5.3. Direct import of pdf’s from your computer by
«drag and drop»
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Option 1: 
Automatic retrieval of
bibliographic metadata



5.3. Direct import of pdf’s from your computer by
«drag and drop»
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Option 1: 
Automatic retrieval of bibliographic metadata
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Option 2:
Right-click on item-title for context-menue:
- Retrieve metadata for PDF
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6. Pdf-reader and note editor
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Since version 6, Zotero has an integrated pdf-reader and note editor.



Annotations/highlights in the text can be transformed
into notes with automatic citations
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Pdf-Annotations and notes on tablet
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Word processor plug-in:
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Selection of a citation style:
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Start of the citation dialog to select items from Zotero
library:
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Start of the citation dialog to select items from Zotero
library:
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Start of the citation dialog to select items from Zotero
library:
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Adding pages, suffixes, prefixes to a citation
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Add notes from pdf reader
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Add notes from pdf reader
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Add Bibliographie 
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 Bibliography in the chosen citation style «APA, 7th ed.»
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